Slidell reopens Fritchie
Gym after storm repairs

Four years after Hurricane Katrina damaged
much of its roof and interior, Fritchie Gym in
Slidell reapened its doors following $870,000 In
repairs and renovations.

The gym, part of Fritchie Park at 901 W, -
Howze Beach Road, has been completely over = -
hauled and includes a new roof, flooring, doors
bleachers, bathrooms, wall padding and air
conditioning units. The facility features two
courts, which the city will use for its youth vol-
leyball and basketball associations, as well as -
a walking track.
The gym will also house the Slidell r
Department of Parka and Recreation, which has =
been in the Municipal Traller Complex until now. = —
New
olh =

“The opening of Fritchie Gym is one more
notes and step to Slidell's full recovery,” says Mayor Ben
er mentionables Marris. “We are excited to be able to offer our cit-
izens another nice place to gather and participate
in activilies together.”
Repair costs included $539,000 from the city of Slidell and $331,000 from the
Federal Emergency Management Agancy. Chicago Bulls basketball player and Salmen
High School graduate Chris Duhon donated the $10,000 wall padding for both courts.

Southeastern imposes
layoffs, furloughs

Southeastemn Loulsiana Universily eliminated 64 positions

and plans to Impose furloughs and funding cuts to meet its Covington-based real estate firm Stirling
new fiscal year budget, university officials says Properties ranked as the 20th most pow-
The furloughs would range from two 10 four days for erful brol a firm for 2009 in
some personnel, and the university would drastically cut Commercial Property N trade pub-
departmental operating funds. ‘ lication targeting commercial real estate
In an e-mail message to faculty and staff, President executives.
John Grain outlined the university's approach to handling The list, which ranks the nation's 20
a budget that reflects $10.1 million less when compared ost powerful firms, includes global
with the beginning operating budget last fiscal year. The smpanies such as hicl‘mrrj Ellis Group
reduction includes a $3.4 million mid- Inc.. Jonss Lang LaSalle Inc. and
x:i“ﬂ‘:‘;l J:::ﬂ?ﬁi 'tno ?l?;“:l':ut\)rulrilan. | Cushman & Wakefield Inc., which came
ich carrie aw fisca " 800N
year, and another 56.7 million reduc- Hornbeck 2Q earnings Gl rni?é!t‘r:ptl)t
tion announced at the end of the drop 99 percent
recent legislative session. tr commnle in "“_,
“We tried to minimize the impact of Hornbeck Offshore Services had second- : Marty Mayer, Stirling
these cuts on our academic programs quarter earnings of $189,000, or 1 cent a F’fﬂnm‘t es president and CED. “Fo
as much as possible,” Crain says, share, a 99 percent decrease from $25.2 company of our size, relative to
“This was not an easy decision to million, or 93 cents a share, for the same this list. it Is indeed .,'m honor and a
make, and wa regret the negative quarter a year ago, ute 1o our team.” i
impact these layoffs will have on peo- Second-quarter revenues decreased 6.3
ple’s lives." percent to $87.9 million compared with
Crain says Southeastern's adminis- $104.5 million for the second quarter of 2008.
trative team Is looking ahead to find The Covington-based supplier of offshore
additional savings, as all indications supply vessels attributed the decrease fo a
point to significant budgetary uncertain- year-over-year decline in fleetwide day rates
ties for the next two fiscal years. for the company’s downstream segment.

Gallery 421 to open in Covington

The North Shore's newest art gallery is set have owned and operated several retail ven-
to debut in downtown Covington this month lures, including art venues, throughout the
Gallary 421, at 421 N. Columbia St in New Orleans area for the past 30 years and
Covington's arts district, will feature 6,700 have been in business on the North Shore
square feet of space where artists can dis- for 15 years.
play and sell their work. “The value of this creative gallery con-
Officials say the gallery will be an cept promises to enhance downtown
affordable option for artists because over- Covington's reputation as a unique and
head costs will be minimal, Exhibit space exciting shopping destination,” says Pam
starts at $61 a month. Keller, Covington Economic Development

Gallery owners Debby and Steve Wilson director.
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