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batween The Pajace Theater and Interstate 12, In the distance iz
the Subway Sandwich shop at ihe Pafro Truek Stop.

MALL WORK — The:morming sun casis heavy equipment in sil-
houette on Monday morning 8t a recently-clearad plol of land

Stores eager to grow in Hammond

By IGAN DAVIS
Draily St ey Faliter

Marth Shore setail growih s
popping up all along the
Interstate-1 2 conridor,

Announcements of develoap-
muents. ol 200 stares by
Colonial Properties Trust and
MIooeies Tor Fupparde’s
“Marke! Place 217 hath in 51
Tarnmany, and
u 47 l-acte
mixecd-use
develaproient at
Juban rossing
in Livineston
Parish  have
some Jocal res-
idents wonder-

that has
changed

“Thisis a
seismic event

| armmencd.

“I made my pitch o Dillard.
that we were huying the mall 1o
tear down,” he said. ©1 asked
them i they were interested 1o
selling their store. and we
received an ahsalole ‘oo’

Dillord"s representatives told
hum they hove sal Frustraied n
Hammond ar more than 10
wenrs, wanling 1o expand and
renovite. The stome represents

the smolles)
Dillard store 1n
the  nulion  a)
TH,000  wyuuare
leel I'ypical
stores-are from
100,000 (0]
200000 syjuure
leei.

ing il the 1 “They were
North Shnl': Tﬂﬂ.g'lpﬂ'!'lﬂﬂ VErY |I"l-'l.3|I'LIIL"L-|
gl atiem Lnr PaHShu 'ul'lllh Sizeler, us
supporl such o} ol ws In
srvnwth = Jamt_e*s Hammond have
Al 155 1e Maurir,  boen hesaid,

espevinlly i
IDllard s, on
anchor store in
Hammend for mony veors.
which has-announced commit-
menls in two of these develop-
munie,

Jimmy Mourin, owner and
charrmon of the board of
Stirling Propertics, developes
al the Hammond project. suid
he has been o Dillad’s “head-
quarters in Little Rock (wice
sinee the mall purchose rom
Sizeler in Mav 2006, Dillard's
owne the Hammond store and
the parking Lot o at e time
ol the purchase, he questioned
Dillard's foture pluns in

Stirling Properties

Dillard s
decision to boild
stores in three
Marth Shore lecations = hased
o their comcepl ol serving cus-
towmers, he said

“They said the
Louisiona 15 imporianl to
Dillard s, especially since the
starm,” he sald. “They said
ey don ™t wont Dillord s ¢Cus-
lomers Lo drve more than 20
miles o i stare. They wanl
slores in every markel Lo serve
thelr customers""

In mist newer developments,
like the Mull of Lovisiana, the
anchor stores own their own
buildings. ke said. However,

stale ol

Marshal,
mﬂl‘lﬁ‘j
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TO THE EAST — The enirance
sign 1o the Sliring Propertias
rmall In Covingtan iz off |-12 at
Madisonvitle Road.

developers enter iniu woree-
ments that bind cach store on
whal thev con and can't do.
[illard s bad that kind of
agreernent with Sizcler.

In the Stirling Covinglon
development, Tor example.
Target owns its own slore
while Stirling vwns Penney's.
Belks and Hollywood Theatre
In Hommond, AMC fwns the

Palace Theatre. while Senrs. an
anchor store remaining, is o
lemind,

Home Depat s moving for-
ward 10 its commitment o
Hummand, he said. The boald-
ing supply store receivied i
reromng and variance on land
use  from  the Hammond
Planming und Yoning Comimis-
sion thiv menth, Tome Depol
will lease the property Inim
Stirhing. and b will build on the
Jeased Land.

The decision o hoy
Hommond Square was nol
made lghtly, Mavrin said.
Sizelor did mere research in it
A 2-vear history  on the
Hamrmoend Square developoment
than oy of ils other projects
o twms pensons:

Sizcler for 10 or 13 yoars lel
Hummond Squere go down,
and no one in the el indos-
try cold understand wiv.

“They owned the property
low 300 wears wath only mundmal
uperades” he wud. “That mall
sitting there onottended for
such o long period of Hme gave
retailers the vpimon thot this
st ol be o good retall oo
kel They looked at Wal-Nur
and Lewe's doing good busi-
ness, wnd thought this muost be
o “Wal-Mart torwn.” That's code
for the Tuct thal meestly work-
ing-class people here can't
afford Lo shop in on upscale
chopping center”

Muourin Stirling 's
research, with the help af o
retail stody conducted by
Southeastern. showed thol

¥ew RETAIL BOOM, 24

said
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RETAIL BOOMING ON INTERSTATE 12 CORRIDOR

Contineed from gee 10

Hammond s an allluent moare-
ket, even belore the slorm,
which has made it bigger and
miire dallluent.

“We all knew Hamimond
Wik going 1o

be the beneli-
ciary of that
horrible
storm,” he
satd, “lLaots of
people meved
henes. and ini-
tially wer did-
n'l know il
they would
slay, Market
resenreh
came up. with
cluta that bietween 1000 and
L5, 0000 people moved to
Tungipahoa, and they e nol
roing hock ™

The ‘evént huas
unprecedented. he said,

We pccomplished 10 years
of growth in one dav,” he
said. “Is it real grocth? Will 11
roaway |

Muaurin said 1,700 fpew
butlding permmits were issued
in Tangipahoa Pansh in 20086,
Belone thai the parish had the
higgesl vear ever with 550
building permits.

“The indicutor is that these
people are not jus) iving with
friends and reélulives he said,
“They're building houses at o
mile unprecedented, over three
ttmes the previous high rate
of growth, That gove vs o
pretty sirong feeling thal peo-
ple whe come here wlier the
storm were planning to stay”

heen

The seccond renson 1= thal
the meRewch also showed thal
the newcomars are =ignili-
cantly more alfluent than the
average Tangipahoo Parish
residient, Mavrin smd. They
have rarsed the median
ineorme level in ihe parsh by
between 5 and 10 percenl

Because ol the exodus of
the working cliss from Mew
Dvleans, evéryone in the
teeton hos Besn an Neremsses in
labow rates, he said,

The ald minmuom wage job
in Hammmond doesn’l exisl
ANYIMOR. %0 everyons, fechni-
callv, got o rase, There 1= also
o waorkloree shortage in the
region.

“I'm trying 1o explain to
reldilers [rom all over the
country why Lhey should
come o Hommond today,” he
satd. “1 hpve 1o explon oway
a lalse neguotive, an earih-
quake of population change
Thi= 1= i seismic event thal
has chonged Tongipahoa
Pans=h.”

The new Hommond Squarne
redevelopment,  as  wel
unnamed, 15 sel [0 opon pre-
Thanksgiving in 2005 or ol
the lole=sl. Easter 2000,
Moorin soid. So far, 30 (o400
tenants are discussing place-
ment in the | O0-aeme, %100
million development.

Bob Rasfard. director of
the Hommond Area Lco-
namie wnd Indoustrial Deve-
lopment Disirict, said the
boom in retdl development
on lhe Morth Shore shows
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COVINGTON — Vehicles sil outside the stores al the Stirling

center ofl Madisonville Road,

faith in the pntcipated growth
of the Five parishes nepresent-
ing the North Shore: Tangi-
pahog Livingston, 510 Tam-
many, Washington and 5.
elenn.

“1 think we are the next
populution center inthie stule.
and that we do g good job in
supporting the retail coming
here to the [-12 corridor.”
Bastored suid

He said the Amite Wal-
Mart is evidence of the abilily
of the market (o absorh more
growth, Many thought the
Amite store would decrease
traffic in the Hommond store.
but evidence 1s thal both
atores ane doing well,

He's hoping retuil develop-
menl in Tongipahoa Parish
will minimize the vutshop-

ping poing on ouiside the
parish.

Hammond Mayvor Mayson
Fester said the city wos aware
of the other developments
cormng 1o the Morth Shore,
“bul we do belicve our wea
cun support d new shopping
arca such as Haommond
Square 15 developing.”’ he
=i,

Hommeond hus one advan-
toge the other developments
don't, the mayor said.
Hammond has the oorth-
south roudway of Interstale
55 o= well us the 1-12 east-
wesl corridon

“We can drow north-south
and east-west. They draw
cast-wesl vnly)” he said.

Joan Davis gety cally at

254-TH34,





